HRW 2004 World Report 

The report contains a chapter written by our director, Steve Goose,
about U.S. use of cluster munitions in Iraq; also included is a chapter
by our arms trade researcher, Lisa Misol, about the role of governments
and private arms traffickers  in supplying weapons to known human rights
abusers.


http://hrw.org/wr2k4/email.htm
We are pleased to announce the Human Rights Watch World Report for 2004. This edition offers something new, a series of more analytical, reflective essays on a single theme human rights and armed conflict. From Iraq to Indonesia and Liberia to Colombia, this remained a major focus of our work last year. Updates on developments in individual countries during 2003 are available on our website http://hrw.org

The United States-led war in Iraq and ongoing international campaign against terrorism continue to raise important challenges for human rights and international humanitarian law. In his keynote essay, Executive Director Kenneth Roth explores the evolution of armed humanitarian interventions over the past decade, and counters efforts to justify retrospectively the Iraq war in these terms. Elsewhere, we examine the prospects for regional peacekeeping initiatives, particularly by Africas new institutions in situations like the Democratic Republic of Congo and Liberia.

Several other essays explore ways in which governments such as Russia and the United States have violated basic rights in the campaign against terrorism, or willfully blurred the lines between law enforcement and the laws of war. We also examine the role played by natural resource wealth in many armed conflicts, and the urgent need for greater transparency of corrupt governments and regulation of private economic actors.

In essays assessing post-conflict reconstruction in Afghanistan and Iraq, Human Rights Watch researchers highlight the dangers of neglecting human rights issues, or failing to hold past abusers accountable for their crimes. We look in particular at problems of sexual violence and failures in many countries to provide women and girls with protection and redress. A study of the Balkan experience also stresses the challenges in resettling displaced people and protecting ethnic minorities on their return. And we explore the new possibilities for justice and accountability offered by the International Criminal Court and other justice models.

Another important theme in the volume is the unacceptable gap between existing international legal standards and practice on the ground. We look at efforts to stop the use of child soldiers, and ways the Security Council and other bodies could better enforce the international prohibition of this abuse. We make the case for a proposed international arms trade treaty that would prohibit arms transfers where the authorizing government knows or ought to know that the weapons will be used to commit genocide, crimes against humanity or other serious abuses. We also look at the humanitarian impact on civilian populations of cluster munitions, as used in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the need for stronger regulation of their use.

Finally, to mark Human Rights Watchs 25th anniversary, we reflect on the evolution of the human rights discourse and some of the challenges that lie ahead for the human rights movement.

This volume provides but a snapshot of Human Rights Watchs work in seeking to protect the victims of conflict. But we hope that you will find the essays interesting and a useful contribution to current thinking and debates on these important issues.

You can read the report online at http://hrw.org/wr2k4/
