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Law Nc. 185 of ¢ July 1890
New Przvisicns Governinc the Exsort, Tmboe. oo .o, o o
Armaments .
~W;th tte approval of the Chamber of Deputies ané the Senat+s
cf the Republic,
TEZ PRESIDENT OF TEEZ REPUBLIC
EZREZY PROMULGATES
the fsllcwing Law: .
CEAPTER 1L
GZINZRAL --@V‘.Z:IONS
Secticn 1.
Centxal Cu;nr‘“e*: Ccntrol.
(1) Tze Impcrz, eXpert and trans ©f azmamenis andé the
assigrzsnt cof production licences for them rmus= e in
compliznce witn Italy's fcreign and defance pclicies. These
'6peraticns ars regulatad ty the Government ac riing Lz the
Princiziss c¢f the Constitution cf the Republic which rajects
waé as = Reans of solving internmaticnal conflic:s.
(2) The exgerts, imrer: and transit of the armaments, wiﬁdi“
the meaning of Section 2, and the ass’cnmen of the relevant
preducticn  licences are subject +t& autheriza=ien ancd
supervision by Cantral Geovermment.
(5) T:e.Government,'shaT‘ issue apprccriata Jeas
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‘ defence sectors for civilian preduction.

(4) The ex“cr* and transit orerations are only permitted if

they are ef fected with fore*cn governmeqts or with comnanles

- et

‘autheorized by the gcverﬁment of the rec ient ccunt:y

(3) The ex;ort ané transit of armaments, and the assignment
cf the rslated prcductiocn licences, are forbidden whenever
they ars contrast with the Constitutien, .Italy's
internaticnal commitments and the fundamental intaressts of
tata security, compatting ter— orism end:maintaining folotel
relaticns with cther countries, and when thers are
inadeguate guarantees reslating to the final destinaticn of
the matariel.
(é) De expert and transit o; armaments arz also forbidden
to& ‘
a) ccuntries in a state of armed coﬁflict, in violatien

of the principles of Article 51 of the UN Charter except

-

- where Italy is becund by her interma®iocnal cbligaticns cr

where otherw’se resolved by the Caunc* of Ministers, afier

b) countries whcse pcllc es are ln ccnt*ase to “the
Princirles of Article 11 cf the Italian Censtitution;
C) countries agalnst which a.total or partial embarg

has been declared on arms supplles bv the Unlted Natlons,

~hear_ng the opinion of both Chambe*s, ST ' L T

-'d) count_les whose governments are resnonslble for:

- - -

-'proved v’olatlons of lnternatlonaT human rﬂghts conveqt’ons'
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"Italy shall susoend

_and; equlnment proérammes';for the armed forces and the

authorltles,

fﬁrther ald pursuanc to that law Wlth

the exceotlon cf. ald to the people in the event of natural
disasters.

(7)ﬁ1Tne.-manufac ure,*-lmoorc,, exoor* and.. ¢ of

blologlcal .inemlcal‘and ﬁuclear weaoons are prohlblfeo aé-;tiii@3¢u
lS reseerch desmcned for thel* product lon, or the provision

of the relevant technolegy. This also applies to instruments

and technologies specifically designed for the construction

of the aforementioned weapons.and any others which might be

used to manipulate man and: the’ biosphere.: for™ military
purposes. |

(8) The permanent or temporary import of armaments is

forbidden, except the following:

.

pollce, whlch may be aporoved dlrec*Ly bv the customs

effected
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C) temporary imports effected by persons registered
with the national companies register provided in's. 3, for
the revisiocn of armaments prevzouslv exported;

4) lmoorts effected by public agencres, within‘their
respective spheres of competence, in relation to the
exercise of historical or cultural activities, after having
received the police authority provided bv s. 8 of Law 110 of
18 April 197s;

e) temoorary imports by foreign companies attending
trade fairs, exhibitions and demenstrations, provided by
that they are in receipt of authorization from the Ministe
of the Interior, which shall be issued with the consent of
the Ministry of Defence.

" (8) The provisions of this law shall not apply to the
following: |

a) temporary exports directly effected by, or on behalf
of the Cantral Government, to implement its own arms and

'equlpment programmes for the armed forces and pollce,

b) exports or concesszons between governments for the
purposes of m;lltary aid, under the terms of lnternatlonal
agreements;

C) the transit of armaments and eoulpment to meet the
needs of allled countrles, as deflned 1n the Conventlon on
,-the status of NATO Forces, prov1ded that walvers to Artlcles

VI, XI, XII X1II and XIV of the Conventlon between the




States signatories to the North Atlantic Treaty, ratifiec
Law 1335 of 30 November 1955, are not inveked for any reas
wpatsoevef. .

" (10) At.ali events, temporary exports referred ini(éf(a)
above are fcrnldden to countries referred to in subsec*lon
(6) of this section.

(ll) This Law shall not apply to SPorts weapons and hunting
weapens and their ammunition; cartridges fer industrial'use
and flares and smoke Cartridges; ordinary weapons andg
ammuniticn governed by s. 2 of Law 110 of 18 April 1875, ang
short firearms, provided they are not automatic:
reproductions of antique weapons, and explosives other than

those designed for military Purposes,

Sectieon 2.
Armaments
(1) For +the Purposes of this rLaw, armaments shall he
considered to include all those macerla’s which, on account
of thelr technlcal and conscructlon and deSLgn features and:f
requlrements may .be considered to have been manufactured
maln;y_ror military-use, Or for use by armies Cr by the
police. | ’
(2) The armamentsg referred to in (1) are c;assified into the
ﬁfcllow1ng categorles'~f |

a). nuclear, blclogical-and chemical weapons;




b) automatic firearms and their ammunition;

c) medium and large calibre arms and weapons. and their
ammunltlon as specified in the list referred to in (3);
- d) bombs, naval mines, land mines, - rOCREtS,'mlSSLleS
and.torpedoes;

e) tanks and vehicles specially built for military use;

f) ships and their eguipment sgecifically built for
military uses;

g) aircraft and heliccpters. and their equipment
specially built for military use;

h) cunpowder, explcsives, propellants, except those to
be used for weapons referred to in s.1(11);

i) electronic, electro-optical and photegraphic systems
or equipment, specially built for military use;

3) saeczal armoured materiel built specifically
for military uses;

k) specific materiel for military traihing,

1) machines, equipment and devices built for the
manufacture, testing and control of weapons and munltlons,
'-’ﬂ m)- sneczal equlpment designed snec’flcallv for military
uses.
(3), The list of +the armaments included in the cetegories
,referred in subsectlon (2) above shall be annroved by decree

-'of the Mlnlster of Defence jolntly w1th the Mlnlsters of!

Fcrelgn Affalrs, the Interlor, Flnance, Industry and Trade,




tate Shareholdings and Foreign Trade, which shall be issued
within 180 days of the date of entry into effect of this
Law. The .identification of‘ the new categories and the
uédating’ cf the list of armaments shall be effected by
decree to be adopted in the aforementicned forms relating to
the trends in ‘ indusirial production, technolcgical
‘de&elcpment, and international agreements .to which Italy is
a signatory state.

(4) For the puxpcses of this Law the follewing shall be
considered armaments:

a) spare parts and speciiic ccmpenents of the armaments
mentioned in (2) above, identified in the list referred to
in (3) sclely for the purpcsas cf export;

p) drawings, designs and any —other <type of
documentation and information necessary for the manufacture,
use and maintenance of the armaments feferred to in (2)
above, solely with regard to expert and transit.

(5) This Law,shall also apply.to the granting of licences
~ for the manufacture of the armamenté referred to in (2) and
(4) (a), outside Italian territory.

(6) The provision of services for training and maintenance,
to be effected in Italy or abroad, if not already authorized
simultaneously with the transfer of .the armaments in
question, shall.only~réquire clearance :rom the Minister of

Defence, after consultaticn with the Ministers cf Foreign




;Affairs and the Interior, provided that it is the
continuation of a lawfully authorized agreement already
egisting.. | |
(7) The conversion or adaptation of vehicles and materials
for civilian use supplied by Italy or cocwned by the principal
in Italy or abroad which, through the intervention of

talian coﬁpanies, produces operational variations thereto
for the purpose of making the venicles or materials useful
in war. shail be authorized'pursuant to the provisions of
this Law.

Secticn 3.
National Ccmpanies Register

(1) The Naticnal Register of Ccmpanies and conscriia of
companies opérating in the field of the design, manufacture,
import, export, maintenance and weork in any way connected
with armaments, classified in terms of the functions for
which registration may be accepted, shall be kept by the
Min;st:y 05 'Defence, Office of the Secretary-General -
Natiénal Armaments Director. Copies of this: National
Register, and updatéa'versions of it, shall Ee sent for the
- purposes of this Law to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs,
the 'Intarior, Finance, Industry and Trade, and Fofeign
Trade. _
(2) Only companles admltted to in. the Natlonal Reglsber may'

be glven authorlzatlon to lnltlata contract ual negot1atlons




'and effect export, impeort or transit operations involving

armaments.

(3) Admission to the Register referred to in (1) above
“replaces the authorizatiocn referred to in s. 28(2) of the
.public Security Laws approved by Royal-Decree No. 773 of 18
June i931, notwithstanding the regquisites in s. 9 of Law 110
of 18 April 187S.

(4) Applications for registration with the National
Register, together with all the deccumentation required to
demonstrate eligibility following the procedures to be laid
down by decree of the Minister of Defence, Jointly with the
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Trade, shall be
submitted Dby interested companies, provided that they
pessess the following subjective requisites;

a) in the case of cne-man firms or partnerships, the
preoprietor or legal representative shall be of talian
nationality, or be resident in Italy, provided that he is a
national of a country witﬁ which Italy has a Treaty of
judicial cooperation; |

b) in the case of iimited companies, provided that they
have been incorporated in Italy and perform in Italy their
activities relating to the matefials subject to control
under this - Law, residents in Italy on the part of
representatives of the company for the purposes of this Law,

and are Italian naticnals or naticnals of countries with
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" Ministry of Defence.

" which :Italy has a judicial cooperation agreement.

(5) Consortia of companies comprising one or more-companies
registered with the National Companies Register may also ke
registered, provided that ncone of the situaﬁiéns provided by
subsections (8), (9), (10), (11) and (12) apply to any of
the companies belonging to the consortium, and previded that
the legzl representative of the conscrtium is in possessien
of the subjective eligibility recuisites referred +to in
suksecticn (4)(b)»above,

(6) Industrial consortia promeoted as a result of specific
inter-governmental understandings cr in any way authorized
by the authorities of the Italian State shall also be
automatically registered in the National Companieé Register.
(7) Companies in the National Register shall communicate any
change in the names of the subjects referred to in
subsection (4)(a) and (b), and subsection (5), any transfer:
of the registered office, the establishment of new offices
and - the coﬁversicn or winding up of the ccmpény, to the
(8).Companies declared bankrupt may nct register, and if
alréady registered, their registration shall lapse.

(9) The provisions regarding suspension, expiry and non-
eliéibility for registratiop provided by Law 575_0: 31 May
1965, and s. 24 of Law 646 of 13 Sepfcembéar 1982 shall apply.

(10) Any companies whose representatives indicated in

10
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h subsecticn (4) (b) have been found to be members of secret

associations, past or present, pursuant to s. 1 of Law 17 of
25 January 1982, or who have been found guilty of offences
provided by Law 645 of 20 June 1852, or of the Public
Security Censolidation Law approved by Royal Decree 773 of
18 June 1931, as sﬁbsequently amended, Law 110 of 18 April
1975, and the provisions of this lLaw, may nct register, and
if-reqistered'said registration shall autcmatically lapse.
(11) Any ccﬁpanies whose legal representatives have been
found gquilty of the crime of illegal trading in armaments
may not be registered, and if registered said registraticn
shall automatically lapse.

(12) Any companies which, in viclation of the prochibition
referred to in s. 22, engage former civil servants with the
functions therein specified within the three-year pericd
following the date on which they ceased to be c¢ivil
servants, may not be registered, or if already registered
said registration shall be suspended.

(13) If the conditions referred to in subsection§ (8), (9),.
(10), (11) and (12) Cbﬁain, the company shall be suspended
from cor shall be struck off the National Register by Decree‘
of the Minister of Defence which shall be communicated. to
the Ministries indicated in subsection (i).

(14) Ohce the.imﬁédiﬁégf to registration has been removed,

the company may registered, and if it has been written off,

11
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it may be re-registered.
(15) while awaiting the final decision relating to the

impediments referred to in subsections (8), (9), (10), (11)

‘and (12) the ccmpany or consortium of companies may continue

' to operate normally within the limits of the authorization

granted to it or and any currently valid authorizaticn, save
any authcrization in relation to which the company is under
investigation. No new authorization shall be issued to such

companies.

Section 4.
Registration with the Naticnal Companies Registar

(1) The procedures for admission to the Register shall be
laid dewn by decree of the Minister of Defence as provided
by s. 17 of Law No. 400 of 23 August 1933.

(2) In order to keep the National Register referred in s. 3,
a Commission shall be appointed at the Ministry of Defence,
chaired by a magistrate of the !'Consiglic di staﬁo',
comprising one representative of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of

Industry and Trade, and the Ministry of Foreign Trade.

(3) The Commission shall have the fellewing

responsibilities:-
a). to resolve on possessicn of the eligibility

s

requisites referred to in s. 3(4) relating to registration

12
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or're;registration;
b) performing the three-yearly review of the'RegiSter;
c) to report to the judicial authqrities for ﬁhg
purposes of imposing the penalties for offences eoncerning
the Register;

d) drafting an opinion for submission to the Minister
regarding the striking-eff and suspension of companies from
the Register.

(4) The cperation of the CommLSSLOn shall be governed by

- Decree of the Minister of Defence, issued pursuant to s. 17

of Law 400 of 23 August 1988. |
(5) All expenses relating to the operation of the Cemmission
shall Y»e met from the ordinary appropriations to the

Ministry of Defence budget.

Section 5
Renort to Parliament
(1) The Prime Minister shall repert to Parllament by 3ist

March each year on the operations authorlzed and performed4

up to 31st December of the previous year.

(2) The Ministers of Foreign Affairs,'the Interior, Defence,
Finance, Industry and Trade, State Shareholdlncs and Forelgn
Trade, each w1th1n thelr respectlve snhere of jurlsdlctlon,
shall lssue annual’ reports on the act;vztles under thls Law

to the Prime Mlnlster, who shall annex them to his report to

13-




" parliament referred to in subsection (1).

(3) The reports referred to in subsectlon (l) shall contain

an analytlcal breakdown by type, quantlty and cash values,
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'of .all the: objects relatlng to contractually deflned
operatlons, together with an annual progress report on
exports, imports and the transit of armaments and on the
export of services subject tc control and authorization
provided by this law. This report shall contain the list of
the countries indicated in the final authorization, the list
of any permits that have been withdrawn as being in breach
of the final destination clause and of the prchibitions set
forth in s. 1 and 15, together with the 1ist of any
registraticns, suspensicns or removals from the National

SR Register referred to in s. 3.

CHAPTER II
COORDINATION AND SUPERVISION BODIES
Section 6
Inter-Departmental Committee for
the Trade in Armaments for Defeﬁce
(i) The Inter-Departmental Committee for the Trade in
Armaments for Defence (CISD) shall be instituted at the
Lo Prlme Mlnlster s OfflCE. ‘
A”(2) The cOmmlttee shall be chalred by . the‘vrlme Mlnlster,,;

T L and shall comprise the Ministers of Fore1gn Affa;rs, the

14
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‘Interidr, Finance, Treasury, Defence, Trade and Industry,
state Shareholdings and Foreign Trade. Other interested
ministers may be invited to attend the meetings of the
'cOmmittee. |

(3) In respect of the principles referred to in s. 1 and the
treaties and intermational commitments by which Italylis
beund, and in implementaticn of the Government's foreign ané
defence policies, after having appraised the technological
and‘industriai development needs connected with the defence
policy and the peolicy for arms production, CISD shall lay
down the general guidelines for trading policies in the
defence field, and issue general instructions governing the
import, export and transit of armaments, and in the cases
pfovided by this Law, shall supervise all the activities of
the bodies created for the purpcses of implementing this
Law,

(4) The guidelines and instructions laid down byy the
Committee shall be tabled before Pariiament.

(5) The CISD shall also be re;ponsible f;r identifying the
countries for which the prohibitions referred to in s. 1(8)
apply.

(6) CISD shall receive information regarding the respect of
human rights, from_anf bodies whiéh include organizations
. Tecognized by .the United Natibné.and theﬂéﬁC}.énd'from.non-

governmental organizations recognized pursuant to s. 28 of

15




